[Familial pancreatic cancer--concept for study of the National Case Collection and early diagnosis program for high risk people].
Ductal pancreatic cancer is a public health problem on the increase. The lethality and incidence of this disease are almost identical. A number of these cancers cluster in families. By definition, pancreatic cancer appearing in at least two first degree relatives is named familial pancreatic cancer (FPC). The "National Case Collection Familial Pancreatic Cancer" (FaPaCa) was founded at the Philipps University of Marburg, Germany, in July 1999 within the scope of the project "Clinical and genetic examinations of familial exocrine pancreatic cancer including the foundation of a national case collection" (http://www.med.uni-marburg.de/fapaca). The aims of this project are 1 to evaluate the share of FPC of all pancreatic cancers by performing a multi-centered study, 2 to identify epidemiological risk factors that predispose to pancreatic cancer in these families, 3 to identify families with a likely genetic predisposition to pancreatic cancer, 4 to offer a screening program for high risk individuals in these families, which is to be evaluated in an observational study, and finally to identify presumed genetic defects that predispose to pancreatic cancer in FPC families. This manuscript presents the scientific concept behind the FaPaCa project and reports on its attendant screening program for FPC families.